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Jeff Fong, a junior political science major, fi ghts Nathan Horswill, a student at the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point, in the fi nal match of the National Collegiate Judo Association Championships on Saturday.
PHOTO BLOG
See a slideshow of the 
Judo Championships on 
Saturday by Daily staff 
photographer Stefan 
Armijo.
Photo Editor 
Carlos A. Moreno talks 
about his fi rst exhibition 
as a photojournalist.
More than 100 fi ft h graders 
from San Jose’s Washington El-
ementary School came to SJSU 
on Friday to get a glimpse of 
college life. 
“We think it’s important for 
kids to get a sense of college and 
what college is like early in their 
lives,” said Charles Bullock, 
dean of the College of Applied 
Science and Arts. “Fift h grade 
is not too early to start thinking 
about college and so it’s impor-
tant to get them thinking about 
higher education in their lives.” 
Th e fi ft h graders enjoyed a 
bilingual health science presen-
tation by Kathleen Roe, depart-
ment chair of health science, 
and two of her students before 
going to four diff erent classes 
Fifth graders from Washington 
Elementary School examine shoe impressions during a 
forensics class presentation on Friday.
High school students and their 
families cheered on human and 
robotic competitors at the FIRST 
Robotics Competition held at SJ-
SU’s Event Center on Friday and 
Saturday. 
Th e two-day event ended with 
a fi erce competition between 
an alliance of teams in a 3-on-3 
match.
Th e FIRST Robotics Com-
petition has been held each year 
since 1989, and 1,684 teams are 
competing this year.
“It’s where kids work together 
(to) learn science, learn engineer-
ing, work cooperatively and they 
are all here with their parents and 
their mentors to do something 
really exciting,” said Iracie Fagan, 
mother of a volunteer at the com-
petition. 
“Th is is not about winning be-
cause you can throw a ball into a 
hoop, it is using your mind,” she 
added.
Each year, the alliance match 
changes. Th is year’s event was 
called “Lunacy.” In this game the 
two three-team robot alliances 
play on a 54 feet by 27 feet, low 
friction fi eld. Each robot has to 
drag a trailer behind them. To 
score, the players have to maneu-
ver their robots to drop “orbit 
balls” into the opposing team’s 
trailer.
Th e fi rst 15 seconds of every 
round begins with the robots op-
erating fully autonomously to try 
to score points. Th is challenges 
the team’s computer program-
ming skills. Aft er the automated 
period ends, the teams rush to 
Local elementary school students 
experience life in the CASA
OUTREACH
1,684 teams come to 
Event Center for two-day 
tournament
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Body of missing teen 
found after crash
OROVILLE — Authorities say 
they have identifi ed the body 
of one of three teenage boys 
who disappeared after their 
SUV crashed into the Feather 
River, and are busy identify-
ing a second body.
The Sutter County Sheriff’s 
Department says a driver on 
Garden Highway spotted a 
second body on Sunday after-
noon. A fi sherman found the 
fi rst body on Saturday night.
- Associated Press
Space shuttle Discovery 
blasts off with crew of 7
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — 
Space shuttle Discovery and 
its crew of seven rocketed 
into orbit Sunday evening, 
setting off on a space station 
construction mission cut short 
by launch delays that dragged 
on for more than a month.
Discovery’s mission will last 
13 days and feature three 
spacewalks instead of four, 
the fi rst of which will take 
place Thursday to install the 
new solar wings. The two 
wings will join six already in 
place and bring the orbiting 
outpost up to full power.
Possible therapy takes 
bite out of peanut allergy
WASHINGTON — Scientists 
have the fi rst evidence that 
life-threatening peanut aller-
gies may be cured one day.
A few kids now are allergy-free 
thanks to a scary treatment — 
tiny amounts of the very food 
that endangered them.
- Associated Press
Bomb kills 4 US soldiers 
in Afghanistan’s east
KABUL — A roadside bomb 
killed four American soldiers 
in eastern Afghanistan on 
Sunday — new evidence of 
rising violence in a region 
where clashes and attacks in 
the fi rst two months of 2009 
more than doubled from the 
same period a year ago.
- Associated Press
THE WIRE
One and done in Reno     P.5 Through a child’s eyes    P.8 Ditching plastic bags     P.7
SJSU men’s basketball team loses its quarterfi nal 
game to Nevada at the WAC Tournament.
The San Jose City Council starts looking 
into restricting plastic bags in the city.
The documentary ‘Promises’ shows the confl ict 
between Israel and Palestine in a different light.
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Judo team wins national championship
Th e crowd watched intensely 
as two men prepared themselves 
for batt le; the next few minutes 
were full of uncertainty. 
With one well-timed submis-
sion move, the fi ght was over and 
pockets of people jumped out of 
their seats in exultation.  
Jeff  Fong of SJSU had won gold 
in the 66 kilogram (145 pound) 
weight class by using a painful 
arm lock against Nathan Horswill 
of the U.S. Military Academy at 
the 48th annual National Col-
legiate Judo Championships last 
Saturday.
“If he wouldn’t have tapped, 
he would have hyper extended, 
and then eventually have his arm 
broken,” said Fong, a junior politi-
cal science major.
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Robotic creations 
compete at event
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Check out a video of FIRST Robotics 
Competition held at SJSU.
SJSU captures its 
44th national collegiate 
tournament victory
ADVERTISEMENT
SJSU hosted this year’s event 
at Uchida Hall for the fi rst time 
since 2002.
Twenty schools represented 
by 112 contestants from across 
the nation competed in this 
year’s championships. Partici-
pants came from universities 
such as Harvard, Texas A&M 
and Iowa State University.
SJSU’s judo team walked away 
from the event with a total of nine 
medals in 11 weight divisions: fi ve 
gold, two silver and two bronze 
medals.  
With the novice team included, 
SJSU beat UC Davis 43-27 on the 
overall leader board to win fi rst 
in the college ranking — nothing 
new for the university.
Points are tallied up with fi rst 
place earning fi ve points, second 
with three points and third with 
one point.
Th e judo team, diff erent from 
the novice team, are mostly stu-
dent-athletes with black belts, 
but some have brown belts — 
the next rank below, said Allison 
Cliff ord, a junior occupational 
therapy major and member of the 
judo team.
Th e novice team consists of 
students who have excelled in the 
judo classes and were off ered to 
put their skills to the test in an of-
fi cial competition, Cliff ord said.
Assistant coach Jose Bencosme 
said SJSU has won a majority of 
the collegiate judo champion-
ships and had a strong outing at 
this year’s event.
“Even though judo is an indi-
vidual sport, there’s still camara-
derie and there’s team aspects to 
it,” Bencosme said. “If they’re not 
fi ghting, they’re cheering on or 
helping out.”
Th e judo team has won 44 of 
the 48 National Collegiate Judo 
Championships, according to the 
National Collegiate Judo Associa-
tion Web site.
Some members of the judo 
team said that having home-mat 
advantage was a plus.
“I guess you could say it’s an 
honor, but we have a really long 
standing tradition in our school 
to fi ght in the collegiate (champi-
onships) and do well,” said Marti 
Malloy, a junior advertising major 
and judo team member. “To me it 
feels right; it feels like it’s where it 
should be.”
Malloy won her fourth gold 
medal in four visits to the colle-
giate championships.
Robert Fehr, a sophomore 
mechanical engineering major, 
earned a bronze medal in his fi rst 
collegiate championship, and also 
said that hosting the event meant 
a great deal. 
“It’s really important to Mr. 
Uchida, because this is his thing 
he started — what helped make 
judo a collegiate sport and an 
Olympic sport,” Fehr said. “So, 
having it here again (gives us) a 
lot of pride.”
According to the SJSU Judo 
Web site, Yoshihiro Uchida was 
the fi rst U.S. Olympic judo coach 
when the martial art was offi  cially 
recognized by the Olympic Com-
mitt ee in 1964.
He also organized the fi rst Na-
tional Collegiate Judo Champi-
onships in 1962, held at the U.S. 
Air Force Academy in Colorado 
Springs, Colo., according to the 
Web site.
Competitive judo uses a point 
system. Quarter, half and full 
points are given, but do not add 
up consecutively. Th e player with 
the highest rated score at the end 
of a match wins, according to the 
USA Judo Web site.
Judo focuses on throwing 
one’s opponent or subduing him 
or her using grappling techniques 
to score points. 
Th ere are various ways to score 
points. For throws, referees look 
for force and control, how the 
body lands on the mat, and what 
type of throw, said Chuck Jef-
ferson, president of the National 
Collegiate Judo Association.
Other forms of winning are 
submission moves, such as chok-
ing an opponent or putt ing him 
or her in an arm lock, or pinning 
an opponent for 25 seconds, Jef-
ferson said.
Th e competition began at 9 
a.m. and went to around 4 p.m. As 
many as 150 people, both specta-
tors and fi ghters, sat in the stands 
surrounding the two mats on the 
wooden fl oor below.
Some fans were there to cheer 
on friends who were fi ghting in 
the tournament.
Monica Zamolo, an SJSU 
alumna in child development who 
trained in judo for three years, said 
she enjoyed the national event.
“It’s always exciting,” Zamolo 
said. “Got to see my friends and 
had some fun. It’s been a while, so 
I got to come back and made me 
miss (judo) a litt le bit.” 
Other spectators were in-
jured fi ghters who weren’t able to 
compete.
Anna Palmer, a senior from 
University of Colorado at Colo-
rado Springs, wasn’t able to 
fi ght because of an injury, but 
spent the day chatt ing with 
familiar faces.
“It was interesting seeing all the 
schools come out,” Palmer said. 
“It’s always fun to watch judo.”
JUDO  First time tournament has been held at SJSU since 2002
First in My Family to 
Go to College: Now 
What?
Attend this workshop for money-
management tips. 3 to 4 p.m. in 
Clark Hall, Room 118.
Contact Veronica Mendoza at 
veronica.mendoza@sjsu.edu
Game Development 
Club
“Tech Talk Series.”
6:30 p.m. in the Engineering build-
ing, Room 189. Contact Edgar 
Miranda at 205-8679.
LGBTQQI 
Discussion Group 
Co-sponsored by LGBT Resource 
Center and Counseling Services.
Noon to 1:30 p.m. at the LGBT 
Resource Center. For more informa-
tion, call 924-6158 or 924-5910.
Power Planner
“Become Highly Productive And 
Effi cient By Optimal Planning And 
Time Managing.” 1:30 to 2:20 
p.m. in Clark Hall, Room 118.
Contact Veronica Mendoza at 
veronica.mendoza@sjsu.edu
Pregnancy 
Counseling
Pregnant? Confused? Need Sup-
port? Peer counseling is available 
every Monday. 10:30 a.m. to noon 
in the Guadalupe Room of the 
Student Union and 1 to 3 p.m. in 
Hugh Gillis Hall, Room 255.
For more information, 
call 376-1233.
Pride of the Pacifi c 
Islands
Hula and Tahitian dance practice.
8 to 10 p.m. in the Aerobics Room 
at the Event Center. Contact Kris-
ten Tom at ppi_sjsu@yahoo.com
Buddhism Studies
4:30 p.m. in Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Library, Room 734.
Contact Albert at xifualbert@
yahoo.com
Creative Arts Club
“Live Art Cafe,” featuring a mixer, 
performances and short fi lms.
6 to 10 p.m. in the Loma Prieta 
room of the Student Union.
Contact Teri Nguyen at 667-5315.
Department of 
Health and Science
“New Faces of Public Health 
Poster Project.”
3 p.m. in Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Library, Room 225/229.
Contact Rachael Madison at 
924-2971.
Gallery Opening
6:00 to 7:30 p.m. in the galleries 
in the Art Building and the Indus-
trial Studies building.
Contact Ace Antazo at 
SJSU_Galleries@yahoo.com
Party With a Plan
Find ways to stay healthy and 
balanced while engaging in 
social activities where drinking is 
involved. 3 to 4:30 p.m. in Clark 
Hall, Room 118.
Contact Veronica Mendoza at 
veronica.mendoza@sjsu.edu
Pride of the Pacifi c 
Islands
General meeting 5:30 p.m. in 
the Ohlone Room of the Student 
Union. Contact Kristen Tom at 
ppi_sjsu@yahoo.com
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Sparta Guide is provided free of 
charge to students, faculty and 
staff members. The deadline for 
entries is noon, three working days 
before the desired publication date. 
Space restrictions may require 
editing of submission. Entries are 
printed in the order in which they 
are received. Submit entries online 
at thespartandaily.com or in writ-
ing at DBH 209.
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Jeff Fong (center), a junior political science major, received the gold medal in his weight class at the National Collegiate Judo 
Association Championships on Saturday. Also on the podium are Nathan Horswill (left), a student of U.S. Military Academy at West Point, and Dale Hata (right), 
a student at UC Davis.
Robert Fehr, a sophomore mechanical 
engineering major, fi ghts David Oshima, a University of Hawaii 
student. Fehr fi nished third in his weight class.
STEFAN ARMIJO / Spartan Daily
STEFAN ARMIJO / Spartan Daily
Top: Audience members watch the action at the FIRST 
Robotics Competition at the Event Center on Friday. 
Left: Mitchell Mayman of Gunn High School in Palo Alto sports a red 
Mohawk while cueing up his robot for the team’s third competition. 
Above: Robots compete during the competition.
joysticks and steering wheels to 
control the robots for the remain-
ing two minutes of competition.
“Defi nitely barely having any 
friction was a problem,” said Alex 
Waschura from Woodside High 
School. 
Some teams got around the 
low-friction problem by equip-
ping their robots with traction 
control similar to what is found 
in cars.
According to FIRST’s rules, 
teams had six weeks to build their 
robots.
Kirk Oden, a volunteer for 
Team 254 from Bellarmine 
College Preparatory, said the out-
of-pocket cost was about $8,000 
for their team to build its robot.
Oden explained that, with-
out donations and free labor, the 
robots could cost up to $200,000 
in costs due to the short develop-
ment time.
Th e crowd cheered and 
techno music blared so loud 
that some people were wearing 
earplugs. Several teams had 
mascots that rallied team spirit 
before rounds.
In between one semifi nal 
round, students jumped into the 
competition fi eld and resurrect-
ed the “Macarena” dance. Th e 
crowd could not help but join in 
and dance along to the Los Del 
Rio song.
In the fi nal round, tensions 
were high. At one point, four of 
the six teams were jammed in one 
corner of the ring. Th is stalemate 
was broken by Bellarmine team 
as they unloaded their entire pay-
load of orbit balls into the blue 
team’s trailer and the crowd went 
wild. Th e alliance of Bellarmine, 
Mountain View High school and 
Athenian Robotics Collective 
won with a fi nal score of 80-32.
Th e three teams will now go to 
the regional event in Las Vegas to 
pit their robots against the rest of 
the country. If they win that event 
they will go to the national event 
held in Atlanta.
FIRST stands for For Inspira-
tion and Recognition of Science 
and Technology.
Photographs by MIKE ANDERSON / Spartan Daily
ROBOTS  Teams participating had six weeks to build robots for competition
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Speaker touts benefi ts of space technology to students
More than 150 people gath-
ered in the Engineering audito-
rium last Th ursday to hear what 
life would be like without space 
— outer space that is. 
Silicon Valley Leaders Sym-
posium invited Joanne Maguire, 
the executive vice president of 
Lockheed Martin Corp. space 
systems division, to talk with stu-
dents and staff  about the future 
of space. 
Without space technology, 
like satellites, there wouldn’t be 
any cell phones, weather updates 
and GPS, she said.
Michael Kayser, a freshman 
computer engineering major, 
said both his parents work for 
the company so he knew a lot of 
what Maguire talked about dur-
ing the session. 
“I learned a few new things 
like the space debris stuff  and the 
abilities if satellites,” he said. 
Maguire said every country 
that has launched things into out-
er space will be responsible for 
bringing them all back to Earth. 
She said, currently, the solution 
is to explode the pieces in space 
so they are small enough to burn 
in the Earth’s atmosphere and 
avoid crashing on the ground. 
Kayser said he is interested in 
the new information he learned 
and will look it up online.  
Many members of the au-
dience were not aware that 
Lockheed Martin only hires 
U.S. citizens, and this triggered 
some questions aft er Maguire’s 
45-minute briefi ng. 
“I wanted to know if the 
economy is going to impact 
my opportunity of gett ing a job 
in the future,” said Alexander 
Burns, a chemical engineering 
major. He said he is an interna-
tional student who became a 
U.S. citizen. 
Maguire said that since NASA 
is being given a litt le more money 
to expand its space technology 
research, it will help Lockheed 
Martin since both companies 
work side-by-side. 
Burns said he was optimistic 
about learning this information. 
“(I like) the fact that NASA is 
going to have more money now 
to develop bett er technologies 
and thus create more technol-
ogy for telecommunications and 
space travel,” he said. “Of course 
that’s going to enhance our econ-
omy in the future, if we can re-
cover from this one.”
Space also aff ects the medi-
cal aspect of life, Maguire said. 
Shreyes Patel, a graduate stu-
dent, asked Maguire how being 
in space aff ects a person’s body. 
“How is medical instrumenta-
tion constant with space? What 
will be the medical eff ect be on 
the body?” he asked.
Patel said he is in the medi-
cal instrumentation engineering 
program and wanted to know if 
there is a place for him in future 
space technology. 
Majority of the audience were 
students, but some were Magu-
ire’s colleagues. 
“Many of the students in that 
room are going to be our future 
employees,” said John Kowal-
chik, vice president and chief en-
gineer at Lockheed Martin Corp. 
space systems division. He said 
he has been the contact between 
SJSU and the company and ar-
ranged Maguire’s visit. 
“San Jose State makes up the 
largest segment of our trained 
professional work force that’s 
based here in Sunnyvale,” Kowal-
chik said. “I think it’s very impor-
tant that we engage our future 
employees, help to shape their 
careers before they become eli-
gible to enter the work force.”
STEPHANIE VALLEJO
Staff Writer
About 20 students att ended 
the Democratic Caucus’ panel 
discussion titled “Young and 
in Politics 2” in the Costanoan 
room of the Student Union 
Wednesday evening.
Th e featured panelists at the 
event were Alicia Crank, a fi -
nancial director of Silicon Valley 
Young Democrats, Mia White, 
a congressional aide to Con-
gresswoman Zoe Lofgren, and 
SJSU student Omar Torres, a 
community organizer for the 
city of San Jose.
Students such as Mario 
Keener, a sophomore psychol-
ogy major, came to the event 
hoping to learn how to get in-
volved in politics.
“I’m not anywhere near 
where I’m supposed to be, but 
I’m trying to keep up,” Keener 
said. “Sometimes I just feel 
like I’m out of the loop. I don’t 
know what steps I need to get 
into politics.”
Some examples the panel-
ists gave on how to get involved 
were to get educated on topics 
that one is interested in, get 
involved in organizations sup-
porting the things that one is 
passionate about and check 
county and city Web sites for 
commissions. 
For Torres, a junior political 
science major at SJSU, the mo-
ment he knew that he had to get 
involved was aft er a gang-related 
incident in his neighborhood. 
Torres said a father picking 
up his daughter from Washing-
ton Elementary was wearing a 
color associated with a rival 
gang and was shot and killed 
in front of the school in the 
mid-1990s.
“Th at’s when I knew that 
it was our time,” Torres said. 
“Th ere was a bunch of young 
folks who said, ‘Enough is 
enough. Why does somebody 
have to be killed for a color?’ 
Ever since then we organized 
the Washington Youth Volun-
teer Group.”
Torres said he got involved 
in politics when he was 14 
years old, and added that get-
ting involved now is extremely 
important.
“We need to let everyone 
know what matt ers to us,” he 
said. “You need to stay involved 
and be involved for the bett er 
of our society. Because, hey, 
we’re the future.”
Andrae Macapinlac, a se-
nior political science major and 
president of Democratic Cau-
cus, facilitated the discussion by 
asking the panelists questions 
such as how they got involved, 
why they got involved and 
where younger politicians can 
get their start.
“I think it gives the students 
in att endance a bett er idea of 
how really easy it is to get in-
volved in politics,” he said. 
“And to know that everyday Joe 
Shmoes and college students 
can just go up there and aff ect 
city policy, I think that’s really 
empowering.”
Erica Schaefer, vice presi-
dent of communications for the 
caucus and a junior public re-
lations major, said that even 
though the panelists were demo-
crats, all of their events are open 
to everyone.
“We open our events to any-
body who wants to come from 
whatever party they affi  liate 
with or don’t affi  liate with,” she 
said. “We tend to have a Demo-
crat focus just because that’s 
our club but anybody’s wel-
come to come.” 
Schaefer said that members 
of SJSU College Republicans 
were invited to the event, but 
had a prior commitment.
President of the SJSU Col-
lege Republicans, undeclared 
freshman Nithin Mathew, said 
that a meeting for the club had 
already been made before they 
were invited.
“Unfortunately we can’t go 
this time,” he said. “I think it’s 
a good point if it’s encourag-
ing people to fi nd out more in-
formation. Encouraging young 
people to get involved in politics 
is always good.” 
and meeting with professors 
from diff erent departments. 
Th e students went to classes 
for justice studies and forensics, 
hospitality, recreation and tour-
ism management, journalism 
and mass communications and 
kinesiology. 
In a forensics class with 
Professor Steven Lee, students 
compared fi ngerprints, studied 
shoe prints and learned about 
the stereotypes of crime scene 
investigation as a profession. 
“CSIs are casual,” Lee told 
the students. “Th ey don’t drive 
Hummers and they don’t wear 
heels.” 
Michael Bueno, a parent 
of one of the students from 
Washington Elementary, said 
he was glad the kids were able 
to come today, and also wished 
he had exposure to college at an 
earlier age. 
“Hopefully they’ll get to meet 
some more students and realize 
they’re just like them and there’s 
nothing holding them back and 
the fear and the walls can come 
down,” Bueno said.
Linda Levine, a lecturer from 
the department of hospitality, 
recreation and tourism manage-
ment, said she was happy to be a 
part of the day’s program. 
“I think it’s really exciting, be-
cause when you’re in school, el-
ementary school, middle school, 
high school, and I’ve done this 
for lots of diff erent ages,” Levine 
said. “You don’t know how dif-
ferent college is.
“You don’t know how dif-
ferent the social life is like,” she 
added. “You don’t know that 
your teachers are fun and treat 
you like an equal and college is 
your responsibility to be who-
ever you want to be, so it’s just 
an honor to at least plant a seed 
for what college can be.”
Rotary Club of San Jose spon-
sored the trip. Richard Friberg, a 
member of the club and a for-
mer educator, said the club has 
teamed up with Washington El-
ementary and funds three to four 
trips each school year. 
“Service above self, that’s our 
mott o, so we try to help peo-
ple and we chose Washington 
school to focus all our eff orts 
on,” Friberg said. “We’ll prob-
ably donate about $60,000 this 
year and a whole bunch of ser-
vices that help with reading and 
that kind of thing.” 
Barbara Conry, associate 
dean of the College of Applied 
Sciences and Arts and a tour 
guide for one of the groups, said 
she was happy that SJSU does 
this kind of outreach to local 
schools.
“It’s important because re-
search shows by the seventh 
grade, the majority of students 
know whether they’re going to 
go to college and if we can’t con-
vince them of the importance of 
going to college by the seventh 
grade, we might lose them,” 
Conry said.  
“So I think early intervention 
and giving them experiences on 
campus they can see what it’s 
like and start to identify with 
it,” she added. “I think is really 
promotional, and they start to 
establish some dreams of their 
own, some goals of their own.” 
Suresh Vuppala, an electrical engineering graduate student (left), Kush Rao, a junior computer 
science major (center), and Ashwin Pola, a general engineering graduate student, throw red-colored 
powder and water to one another in celebration of Holi, the Indian festival of colors, on Friday near the Student Union.
Soledad Rosas, a senior broadcast journalism major, talks with Omar Torres after “Young and in 
Politics 2” panel discussion at the Costanoan Room of the Student Union Wednesday afternoon. Rosas, president of the 
Disabled Students Association at SJSU, said the event made her understand why she spends time organizing for the D.S.A. 
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Panel discussion focuses on how to get involved in politics
ANDREA MUNIZ
Staff Writer
CAMPUSIMAGES
Check out the Spartan Daily’s fan page!
Go to  “Applications,” add “My Pages,” and search “Spartan Daily”
Will you be our 
friends? 
Follow us too!
Get updated on the most breaking news
Go to www.twitter.com/thespartandaily
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RENO — Th e 
SJSU men’s bas-
ketball team ended 
its season Th ursday 
night in a 78-69 loss to the 
Nevada Wolf Pack, who were 
supported by a rowdy home 
crowd at Lawlor Events Cen-
ter in Reno and a career night 
from Luke Babbitt , the team’s 
leading scorer on the season, in 
the Western Athletic Confer-
ence Tournament quarterfi nal 
round.
Babbitt , a 6-foot-9 freshman 
forward, shot 8-14 from the 
fi eld, including a pair of 3-point-
ers from a few feet beyond the 
arc that put Nevada ahead by 13 
points with 3:36 remaining in 
the game.
“It was just one of those 
nights,” said Babbitt , who 
fi nished with a career-high 
30 points.
SJSU senior DaShawn 
Wright also scored a career 
high, putt ing up 22 points on 
8-11 shooting to lead the Spar-
tans in his last college game.
“Th e shots DaShawn made 
tonight, he’s just been missing 
this year. It’s just one of those 
things,” said SJSU head coach 
George Nessman. “He hits them 
in practice constantly.”
Wright averaged 4.5 points 
per game this season and broke 
into double digits three times.
Th e Spartans, the No. 7 seed, 
had the lead once all game, 
going up 15-14 on an Adrian 
Oliver drive to the basket with 
12:45 to go in the fi rst half. Six 
minutes later, a 3-pointer by for-
ward Malik Cooke put Nevada, 
the No. 2 seed, up 25-24, a lead 
the Wolf Pack kept for the rest of 
the game.
Oliver, who aver-
aged 17.4 points 
a game in the 
regular season, 
was held to 12. 
Th e 6-foot-4 
sophomore guard 
was able to weave his way 
to the basket early in the 
game, but the Wolf Pack 
stopped his drives later on.
“Everyone does the same 
thing to Adrian,” Nessman said. 
“Th ey just body up on him and 
try to be as physical as they can. 
... When he’s healthy, he’s going 
to have an answer for that.”
Oliver played in 17 games 
this season, batt ling knee and 
ankle injuries. He fi nished 5-14 
from the fi eld and 1-5 from 
3-point range.
“We didn’t shut him down 
like last game,” said Nevada head 
coach Mark Fox, “but I didn’t 
anticipate that we would.”
Oliver played in one of two 
meetings between SJSU and 
Nevada this season, scoring 
three points on 1-11 shooting 
while playing with the fl u on 
March 5 in Reno. 
Th e Wolf Pack won both reg-
ular season contests against the 
Spartans.
“Th ey’ve kicked our butt s 
twice,” Nessman said. “I’m sure 
they were prett y confi dent com-
ing into the game.”
Th e Wolf Pack shot 52 percent 
from the fi eld, a touch bett er than 
the Spartans’ 47.4 percent. Th e 
Spartans had a rough night at the 
free-throw line, sinking 13-21.
SJSU junior forward C.J. Web-
ster fi nished with 14 points on 6-8 
from the fi eld but only played 23 
minutes because of foul trouble. 
He was hit with his fourth foul 
with 14:58 to play.
“It was very frustrating,” Web-
ster said. “You want to be out 
there and help your team.”
He fouled out with 45 seconds 
remaining.
Th e Spartans were down 37-
31 at the half, and the Wolf Pack 
jumped on them quickly, going 
up by 10 with 16:53 remaining.
Th e Spartans responded with a 
nine-point run to bring the score 
to 50-49, but the Wolf Pack went 
on a run of their own to take an 
11-point lead with 6:23 to go.
Aft er that, Nevada led by 
at least eight for the rest of the 
game.
SJSU junior center Chris 
Oakes scored nine points, senior 
forward Tim Pierce had fi ve, se-
nior forward DeVonte Th omas 
had four, sophomore guard Justin 
Graham added two and backup 
center Oliver Caballero added 
one.
For Nevada, forward Ma-
lik Cooke put up 16 points and 
guard Armon Johnson had 14.
SJSU fi nished its season 13-
17, 6-10 in conference. Th e team 
will lose seniors Wright, Pierce 
and Th omas in the off season.
Nevada went on to the tour-
nament fi nal on Saturday, aft er 
defeating Louisiana Tech Friday, 
losing to top-seeded Utah State 
72-62.
DAVID ZUGNONI
Senior Staff Writer
Wright scores career high in tournament loss
SJSU’s water polo team lost 
its sixth consecutive game to No. 
3-ranked UCLA 10-6 in front of 
an energized crowd packing 
the stands for the Spartans’ last 
home game of the season.  
“I felt we played a really good 
game,” said senior Tanya Tor-
res. “I’m sad too that we made a 
few mistakes but it shows that we 
can still play with any team.”
UCLA’s Katie Rulon scored 
the fi rst goal while on a power 
play.
With the score 4-1, senior 
Juliet Moss made SJSU’s second 
goal out of the hole, which is the 
most physical position area in 
the pool, about two meters away 
from the goal. 
Moss’s fi rst att empt at the goal 
was a strong step-out, in which 
she created distance between the 
defender to take a hard shot at 
the goal, but was barred out.  
“Th ere were lots of opportu-
nities that we should have put 
away that would have put us 
higher in scores,” said Johnny 
Bega, the team’s associate head 
coach.
Moss’s second att empt was 
successful with another step-out 
move but this time using a back-
hand to score across the goal.  
Torres scored the third point 
for SJSU in a quick-courted turn, 
landing the sweep shot from fi ve 
meters, closing in on the Bruins 
5-3 lead.
Freshman Dani Curran scored 
the fourth goal in the third quar-
ter seven meters away with a shot 
that skipped off  the water, hitt ing 
the bar and going into the goal. 
Torres, who turned her de-
fender to get an open shot for 
Curran with a no-look pass, re-
ceived a roar of approval from 
the crowd.
“I found the open pocket and 
took the opportunity,” Curran 
said. “Hearing the crowd was 
really encouraging. I could hear 
Tanya’s dad in the stands.”
Despite the diffi  cult goal by 
the Spartans, UCLA managed 
to kill the energy by gett ing two 
quick scores, ending the third 
quarter with a 7–5 lead.
UCLA also drew an exclusion 
foul, in which a player is fouled 
aft er taking away the advantage 
another player has created, and 
brought the score 8-5 in the 
fourth quarter with a fi ve-meter 
penalty shot. 
UCLA scored twice aft er 
the penalty shot with about 
seven minutes left  in the fourth 
quarter.
Th e last goal of the game was 
a two-meter backhand shot by 
Moss, leaving about 10 seconds 
left  in the game.
With all the seniors playing 
their last home game, freshman 
Curran expressed her feelings 
about her fellow teammates.
“It’s going to be sad because 
I love all of them,” Curran said. 
“Th e seniors taught me how to 
have fun in the pool again. A lot 
of people are going to have to step 
up with them gone.”
Senior guard DaShawn Wright avoids Nevada’s Luke Babbitt to 
complete a reverse layup during Thursday’s Western Athletic Conference Basketball 
Tournament quarterfi nal. Wright led the Spartans with 22 points.   
SJSU water polo teammates 
gather for a quick timeout during the game. The Spartans lost 
10-6 to UCLA on Saturday.
SJSU continues to lose
MINH PHAM
Staff Writer
   SOFTBALL
SPORTS IN BRIEF
  BASEBALL
SJSU advanced its record to 
11-3 by winning 2 of 3 games 
against Cal State Northridge.  
After losing the fi rst game 
in extra innings, 4-3, The 
Spartans responded with two 
wins.
-Staff Report
The SJSU softball team lost 
three of four games over the 
weekend. The only win was in 
a 3-0 game against Colorado 
State on Friday. 
-Staff Report
While in Palm Springs, the 
tennis team won one of three 
matches.  SJSU lost against 
Gonzaga and Toledo. The 
Spartans got their only win 
with a defeat against Sacred 
Heart 6-1. 
-Staff Report
  TENNIS
Sports Guide
Chi St. Tue 6:00 Muni Stad.
Chi St.# Wed 3:00 Muni Stad.
Dartmouth Thu 6:00 Muni Stad.
Dartmouth Fri 6:00 Muni Stad.
Fres Pac. Sun 2:00 Muni Stad.
Canisius Tue 2:00 SJSU Field
Princeton# Wed 1:00 SJSU Field
N. Colo. Tue 2:00 SJSU
Boise St. Thu 2:00 SJSU 
UTEP  Fri 1:00 SJSU
#Doubleheader
  BASEBALL
  SOFTBALL
  TENNIS
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MEN’S BASKETBALL
“They’ve kicked our 
butts twice. I’m 
sure they were 
pretty confi dent 
coming into the 
game.”
GEORGE NESSMAN
SJSU head coach
Th e Spartan club rugby team 
came out victorious for the sec-
ond consecutive weekend with a 
20-17 win over Santa Clara Uni-
versity in the fi nal home game 
of the season on Saturday at the 
Spartan Stadium East Field. 
“I think we did well,” said 
SJSU player Rashad Colver. “It 
came together as a team and 
that’s one thing we hadn’t done 
at the beginning of the year, 
but when it happens you see it 
works. It makes next season look 
promising.”
Th e Spartan defense held 
strong in the fi rst half as Santa 
Clara couldn’t get near the try 
line to score.
Hideki Maniwa, SJSU’s team 
captain, slipped through Santa 
Clara’s line and landed a try in 
the middle of the fi rst half for fi ve 
points. He took the conversion 
to add two more, bringing the 
score to 7-0 for the Spartans.
Santa Clara managed to score 
with a try and added the conver-
sion toward the end of the fi rst 
half, which tied the score 7-7.
Maniwa nailed a penalty 
kick for three points before the 
end of the fi rst half, putt ing the 
Spartans ahead 10-7. Shortly 
aft er, Santa Clara also received 
a penalty kick to tie the score at 
10-10 at the half. Maniwa landed 
another penalty kick to start the 
second half, putt ing the Spartans 
up 13-10. But Santa Clara landed 
another try and conversion, put-
ting them ahead 17-13.
Th e Spartan defense held 
strong again, and Santa Clara 
was unable to score again during 
the game.
Toward the end of the game, 
the Spartans received a kick 
at the 10-meter line for three 
points, but Maniwa took a line 
out to give the team a chance at 
a try for more points.  He kicked 
the ball out close to the try line, 
and with four minutes left  on the 
clock, Colver landed a try. Mani-
wa scored the conversion, bring-
ing the score to 20-17.
“It felt good, but if it wasn’t 
for our team gett ing me there, 
it wouldn’t have happened,” 
Colver said.
Th e Spartans had no trouble 
keeping Santa Clara from scoring 
in the remainder of the game.
“We just played great, every-
thing fell together,” Maniwa said. 
“Close wins when it shows the true 
character of our team, and I think 
that’s what we showed today.”
Head coach Dean White 
said the team’s concentration 
was an important factor in Satur-
day’s win.
“You can see, at times, the 
loss of focus,” White said. “Th at’s 
when the opposition got a hand 
up on us. Once we can get 
through gett ing 80 minutes of 
focus in play, you’re going to see 
another team out here. Again, the 
physicality put us over the top.”
Club president Matt hew 
Caffi  ero said he was very im-
pressed with his team this 
season.
“We went from winning 
zero games last year and gett ing 
blown out almost every game to 
prett y much being close every 
game this year,” he said. “I’m re-
ally proud of my team, couldn’t 
say anything bett er about 
those guys.” 
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JUSTIN PERRY
Staff Writer
Rugby team continues winning ways by beating rival Broncos
CLUB RUGBY
Byron Covington breaks a tackle in the Spartan 
club rugby team’s 20-17 win against Santa Clara University on Saturday
afternoon at the Spartan Stadium East Field.  
DANIEL POWELL / Spartan Daily
 Classifieds
EMPLOYMENT
EARN EXTRA MONEY Stu-
dents needed ASAP
Earn up to $150 per day being 
a mystery shopper
No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791 
STUDENT WORK (NEAR 
SJSU) As featured in the Wall 
Street Journal in August 2008. 
*$17.70 BASE-appt. 
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES 
*No experience necessary 
*Training provided 
*Customer sales/ service 
*Scholarships awarded annually 
*Internships possible 
*Some conditions apply 
*All majors may apply 
CALL FOR INTERVIEW 
(408) 866-1100 
(650) 940-9400 
(510) 790-2100 
www.workforstudents.com/ sjsu 
SURVEY TAKERS NEEDED: 
Make $5-$25 per survey. www. 
GetPaidToThink.com 
P/T NANNY/DRIVER NEED-
ED in Los Gatos Days/ Times 
Vary but M-F 3:30-5:30 stan-
dard. 7 and 9 year old Refs 
and Bkgd Check Reqd $14-16/ 
hour DOE Spanish a + 408-
691-7689 
FOR RENT
STUDIO SUITES FROM 
$975 Tranquil complex at 3rd/ 
Jackson-Japan Town. Walk to 
7 Bamboo Lounge & light rail. 
Newly renovated, designer 
paint, all new ceramic tile in 
kitchen/ bath, mirrored closet 
doors. Call 408.509.1750 or 
408.354.8910 
GIANT STUDIO From $995 - 
1058 N. 4th St. Secured Entry, 
new paint & carpet, Lg. Eat 
in Kitchen, Tall ceilings, New 
Windows, 3 blocks from lt. rail. 
For more info. contact Zane 
408.509.1750 or 408.354-
8910 
SERVICES
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL 
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair 
PC Data Recovery Remove 
Virus Rental Trade Laptop & 
Parts (408)469-5999 
CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces.  
Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.  
The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 
spaces.  
A minimum of three lines is required. 
Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS:   1          2         3          4
RATE:  $10.00  $15.00  $20.00  $25.00 
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE. 
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
 • RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY.  •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID. 
 • NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.  
Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.  
STUDENT ID REQUIRED.  
Rate applies to student’s individual ads only.  
Not intended for businesses and/or other persons. 
Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services 
advertised below nor is there any guarantee implied.  The classified 
columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and 
offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain 
advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific 
telephone numbers or addresses for additional information.  
Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these 
further contacts, they should require complete information before 
sending money for goods or services.  In addition, readers should 
carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons 
for discount vacations or merchandise. 
Need a Roommate?
Need a Job?
Need a Roommate
with a Job?
Spartan Daily
Classiﬁeds
“It came together 
as a team and 
that’s one thing 
we hadn’t done at 
the beginning of 
the year, but when 
it happens you see 
it works.” 
RASHAD COLVER
Member of SJSU club rugby team
Something about Walt Disney’s face 
has always bothered me. 
It fi nally hit me the other day — his 
moustache reminds me of Hitler’s, and al-
though he was no where near as evil, the 
empire he left  behind with his namesake 
has turned increasingly evil. 
While I was sitt ing in the second row at 
Camera 7 Pruneyard waiting for “Th e Cu-
rious Case of Benjamin Butt on” to start, I 
saw a preview for what appeared to be the 
documentary “Planet Earth.” Because the 
DVD has been out for years, I thought it 
was a coincidence. It turns out that Dis-
ney is repackaging the documentary, just 
in time for — wait for it — Earth Day and 
renaming it “Earth.” 
It’s not “Planet Earth” anymore, but 
“Earth.” 
Not only is this a great example of cor-
porate evilness hiding under a friendly 
sheepskin, but Disney is also repackaging 
the documentary under its new “indepen-
dent” label Disneynature. When the heck 
did that happen? Th e correct answer is 
2008. I sure as heck never heard of it. 
Disney is expecting the public to think 
it’s being thoughtful about the world 
outside of Walt Disney World and Dis-
neyland. Instead, it comes off  as trying to 
capitalize on the green market with an old 
product that has been packaged as new — 
all for the sake of money and to expand its 
evil empire.
Disney even disgusts me outside of 
movie theaters. 
When I found out going to Disneyland 
over spring break would not be practical 
(I should just wait for when it’s free on 
my birthday like a good litt le consumer, 
right?), I headed over to the video store to 
relive some childhood memories by rent-
ing classic Disney fi lms. I don’t have cable, 
so even if the Disney Channel still airs 
Disney movies (just like how MTV still 
plays music videos), I wouldn’t know. 
Blockbuster seemed like a cheaper and 
less stressful alternative. Aft er browsing 
the family section for roughly 10 seconds 
and reading the fi lm titles in my head, the 
rustic image of original Disney movies 
were lost. 
Somehow, while I was growing up and 
became more interested in rock ’n’ roll 
and boys, the Disney empire swept some 
passed me — “Cinderella II: Dreams 
Come True,” “Th e Litt le Mermaid II — 
Return to the Sea,” “Th e Lion King 1 1/2” 
and “Th e Lion King II — Simba’s Pride.” 
Why they just didn’t make it “Th e Lion 
King 1 3/4” is beyond me, since Disney 
got fraction happy, maybe to refl ect how 
poorly its sales were doing.
Now, I realize times have been diffi  cult 
for the company as it’s no longer the lead-
er in animation, but releasing unnecessary 
sequels for money— which only ruins the 
original fi lms — is glutt onous. 
Nothing was wrong with Cinderella 
riding alongside Prince Charming in a 
carriage at the end of the fi lm into happily 
ever aft er. 
Even the fairy tale book depicted in the 
movie that opened the story also closed 
the story aft er they rode off  together, and 
it read “Th e End.” 
Clearly, Disney has learned never to say 
“the end” if there’s a chance a small group 
of people willing to purchase something 
new from it.
Moreover, Blockbuster is still the way 
to go to watch Disney fi lms. I feel deep re-
morse for parents with kids who nag them 
about buying the classic movies from Dis-
ney on DVD. Dishing out $1.99 for a clas-
sic Disney movie at Blockbuster is a deal 
compared to purchasing 
a $30 “collector’s 
edition” Disney 
DVD with bo-
nus footage 
the majority of 
parents won’t 
show their 
kids. 
Besides, the fan-
cy platinum edition of 
DVDs come out once 
in a blue moon with 
heavy advertising cam-
paigns and loft y prices 
to strike up hype and 
business: for example, 
the current “Pinocchio” 
two-disc 70th anniver-
sary platinum edition, 
which came out March 10 
(as Mickey Mouse would 
say, “oh boy!”). If pur-
chased at its original selling 
price, it’s $29.99, according to 
Amazon.com.
Even though Walt Disney’s 
moustache is evil, and his empire 
has continued to only care 
about money and 
brainwashing 
litt le girls, it is clear the creativity Walt 
Disney possessed has been lost within the 
giant empire. 
Stop rehashing the same old thing, 
Disney, and bring back the creativity and 
originality that were lost with him. 
Paper or plastic?
Eighty-six the second op-
tion, because when you go 
to the grocery store some-
time in the near future, plastic 
might not be one of your two 
choices.
Our lovely San Jose might 
be one of the next cities to fol-
low in the carbon-reducing 
footprints of San Francisco. 
Th e possibility of being one 
of the next cities to adopt this 
law has been a topic for discus-
sion lately. If this law does get 
passed, some of our city’s big 
name grocery stores will be ax-
ing plastic from their checkout 
stands and forcing San Joseans 
to convert to a nice cott on/
polyester blend tote for their 
grocery carrying needs.
Aft er digesting that, I 
thought to myself, is our city 
ready for that type of change to 
be thrust upon us? 
When the city council fi nal-
ly takes a vote on the initiative, 
there will be many alternatives 
for them to consider.
From possibly banning them 
completely, to even charging 
off enders who forget their re-
usable totes at home anywhere 
from a nickel to a quarter for 
their non-earth conscious sins. 
Th is is something that will take 
gett ing use to. 
Our economy is near an eco-
nomic apocalypse as it is, so if 
the law was to get passed, how 
will the citizens of San Jose who 
pinch their pennies feel about 
paying for something that they 
used to get for free? 
For those who do not see a 
point in banning plastic bags, 
there is sometimes an upside 
to the tree-hugging hippie 
madness. 
At some retail stores, for 
bringing your own reusable 
bag, some stores reward you by 
taking a small portion off  your 
purchase and donating it to a 
worthy cause.
It is almost coming up on two 
years from when San Francisco 
passed the legislation stating 
that plastic bags would be pro-
hibited for distribution in big 
supermarkets, and all hell has 
yet to break loose.
Our urban city does have the 
potential to grab the environ-
mental bull by the horns, and 
I think it is something we need 
to do.
Plastic has so many non-
recyclable polymers that I can’t 
even keep track of it, hence it 
is one of the reasons that our 
landfi lls are as big as China 
(yes, that big).
I really do not think we 
should stop at banning just 
plastic bags, but even poten-
tially moving forth toward get-
ting rid of paper bags in grocery 
stores as well.
Right now, I can probably 
get a mental picture of half 
the homes in our city that just 
hoard an avalanche of plastic 
and paper bags under their sink 
that are ready to cascade out. 
Th e 1992 movie “FernGully: 
Th e Last Rainforest” touched 
on the destruction of Mother 
Nature way back before global 
warming became a popular 
issue. 
We have been living in a 
unconscious state of aware-
ness when it comes to our en-
vironment’s current condition. 
Paper and plastic bags are two 
packaging products our society 
should eventually learn to live 
without.
It is quite clear to me that 
we will never live in a utopian 
society (duh), and even in 
“Bio-Dome,” Pauly Shore and 
Stephen Baldwin had a hard 
enough time reaching 100 per-
cent homeostasis in a closed 
ecological system with all of 
those scientists. 
But the way I see it, baby-
sized carbon footprints are bet-
ter than Shaq-sized ones.
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Staff Writer
Our urban city 
does have the 
potential to grab 
the environmental 
bull by the horns, 
and I think it is 
something we 
need to do.
DID YOU KNOW...
Not every kind of corn can become popcorn? For the 
production of popcorn, only a certain kind of maize 
kernels can be used. The very best quality popcorn 
comes from Indiana and Ohio.
— cinema-astoria.com
LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Disney’s evil empire strikes back 
Backing the ban on plastic shopping bags
Danielle Torralba is a Spartan 
Daily senior staff writer.
ONLINE EXCLUSIVE
JON XAVIER
The X-File
The online editor’s 
personal refl ection 
on society and forced 
retirement.
DANIELLE TORRALBA
Senior Staff Writer
Julianne Shapiro is a Spartan Daily 
staff writer.
This letter is in response to 
“Save some cash, skip the 
organic aisle,” which 
appeared March 5:
When seeing the teaser on 
the front page “Go Anti-organic,” 
I thought the article title had to 
be misleading, or a joke even. I 
was astonished to read the article 
bashing organic foods due to 
their “expensive” nature. 
Th e author, Allie Figures, 
complains that organic foods 
have too high a price, she real-
izes this from her “experience 
working in a grocery store.” Well, 
I need to start by asking what 
working in a grocery store can do 
besides verse her on the prices of 
organic food from which she is 
complaining about? 
Grocery stores especially do 
not provide the environmental 
benefi ts of organic food. Gro-
cery stores do not express the 
amount of California’s water 
that is saved by organic foods. 
Grocery stores do not express 
the actual health benefi ts of or-
ganic foods.  Grocery stores do 
not provide information on how 
organic food helps with sustain-
able agriculture and prevents soil 
erosion. Grocery stores do not 
provide information on how lo-
cal environments surrounding 
non-organic farms are severely 
altered by the chemicals layered 
on these crops. 
To the local uninformed gro-
cery store customer, an organic 
apple that is two bucks more 
than a regular apple must be a rip 
off . I mean, they look the same, 
right?
My main message is organic 
food greatly benefi ts the environ-
ment along with human health. 
Hybrid cars are expensive, but 
should we save some cash and 
skip the hybrids and buy old 
rusty, high polluting cars?
In the end of the article, Fig-
ures states, “I am not going to 
follow the organic craze ... I am 
going to do what’s best for my 
budget and body.” 
Th is thought shows Figures’ 
lack of concern or thought for 
our environment, one that our 
new president has a great deal 
of concern for. I am proud Presi-
dent Obama has concern for our 
environment, one Figures seems 
to lack in her article about her-
self and how others should also 
worry only about themselves, 
and not Mother Nature. I look 
forward to hearing a response.
Joey Tierney
San Jose
Environmental Studies
Photo Illustration by JON XAVIER / Spartan Daily
Visit thespartandaily.com 
to check it out. 
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A lone fl aming tire rolls along 
a street in the Middle East, as 
shown in the scenes that opened 
and closed the 2001 documenta-
ry fi lm “Promises,” is the perfect 
metaphor for what the confl ict 
between Israelis and Palestin-
ians has become: a cyclical blaze 
needing to be doused. 
Writt en, produced and di-
rected by documentarians 
Justine Shapiro and B.Z. Gold-
berg, “Promises” follows a cast of 
11 Israeli and Palestinian children 
between the ages of nine and 12 
for four years in an att empt to 
help end the confl ict’s cycle. 
“I thought it was trying to give 
the confl ict in the Middle East a 
human perspective and just show 
the confl ict through the eyes of 
those who were most aff ected. As 
children living there, that’s their 
future,” said Karimah al-Helew, a 
junior social work major. 
Al-Helew said she has seen 
the documentary four times, in-
cluding once in a MUSE class 
called “Beyond the Headlines: 
Literature and Culture of the 
Middle East.”
According to the “Promises” 
Web site, Goldberg was inspired 
to start the project when it oc-
curred to him that the children, 
while oft en in the center of the 
Israeli and Palestinian confl ict, 
were rarely given an opportunity 
to express their perspective of the 
issue. 
In 1987, the fi rst Palestinian 
Intifada, or “shaking off ,” began 
with a series of armed protests 
against Israeli occupation of Pal-
estinian territories. Th is event 
infl uenced Goldberg, who is half 
Israeli and was living in New York 
City at the time, to return to the 
Middle East and start connecting 
with children from both sides of 
the confl ict. 
Many of these children would 
later become subjects in the 
documentary. 
Th e children of “Promises” in-
cluded Israelis Shlomo, Moishe, 
Raheli and twins Daniel and 
Yarko, and Palestinians Faraj, 
Sanabel, Fida, Ahmed, Motassim 
and Mahmoud. 
Goldberg’s ability to form a 
genuine rapport with each child 
and to create authentic, eye-
opening dialogue made the doc-
umentary entrancing. 
While the children spoke 
mostly through biased perspec-
tives, the neutrality of the docu-
mentary itself was never hin-
dered. Unlike documentaries by 
Michael Moore, not once does 
“Promises” take a side. It simply 
informed upon various perspec-
tives of the issue as a documen-
tary should.  
“It’s so objective that you can 
get people from opposing views 
to actually sit and watch it. And 
I think that they walk out of it 
with a certain respect for each 
other because one side can’t 
deny the suff ering of the other,” 
al-Helew said.
Not only does the docu-
mentary have a balanced sto-
ryline, but it also is put together 
almost fl awlessly. Deft ly edited, 
a coherent plot weaves together 
the stories of the children with 
news clips, important dates, 
maps and statistics from the 
Middle East. 
Th is can be helpful for people 
unfamiliar with the confl ict’s his-
tory, yet not overbearingly so to 
make knowledgeable viewers feel 
like they’re in Middle Eastern 
History 101 for the entire docu-
mentary.  
“Promises” also delivers relief 
from all the chaos of the Middle 
East that’s so oft en portrayed 
by the news media and other 
documentaries that focus on 
the confl ict. 
Without denying the impact 
of violence on the children, it il-
lustrates that the sides oft en keep 
in disconnect due to their fear of 
violence rather than because they 
are in immediate danger from 
each other. 
“Normally the documentaries 
I’ve seen show war scenes,” said 
Catherine Oryejekwe, a graduate 
student. 
Oryejekwe, who said she 
hasn’t seen “Promises,” would ex-
pect it to be fi lled with scenes of 
the two sides fi ghting. However, 
“Promises” never shows a scene 
of violence. It focuses on promot-
ing the power of words and non-
violent actions as a way to resolve 
the confl ict. 
In the climatic scene, Dan-
iel and Yarko willingly travel to 
the Deheishe Palestinian refu-
gee camp to meet with Faraj, 
Sanabel, Fida, Ahmed and Mot-
assim. What happened wasn’t 
the expected fi ghting between 
the two groups, but a day fi lled 
with laughter, games and the re-
lease of some of the emotional 
tensions that the children had 
accumulated. 
“Th e Palestinian kids couldn’t 
go visit inside of Israel, but the 
fact that the Jewish kids were 
able to (go) showed the willing-
ness to work together,” al-Helew 
said. “It was just really cool to see 
them laughing, even though they 
couldn’t understand each other.”
Th e laughter came to an end 
when Palestinian Faraj began 
to cry. 
“Th is aft ernoon I started 
thinking B.Z. will leave soon,” 
Faraj said. “And now we’ve be-
come friends with Daniel and 
Yarko. And they will forget 
our friendship as soon as B.Z. 
leaves. And all our eff ort will be 
in vain.”
Faraj, who participated in 
the fi rst Intifada and whose best 
friend, Hassan, was killed by an 
Israeli soldier, was the most ad-
mirable of the children in the 
documentary. 
He went through a metamor-
phosis that began with a reluc-
tance to have anything to do with 
“the other side” and ended in un-
deniable excitement to meet with 
the Israeli twins and an insistence 
to stay in touch with them even 
aft er they had stopped calling 
back. 
“Promises” may be more than 
10 years old, but for al-Helew it 
continues to off er genuine hope 
for peace in the Middle East.
“Th e fi lm is a reminder for 
whenever I feel that there isn’t 
hope,” she said.  
Alishan Merjanian, a senior 
music major, hasn’t seen the 
documentary but said she un-
derstands the power it could 
have if a large enough audience 
watched it. 
“What would happen would 
be that people would or might 
start to remember that children 
hate no one until they experience 
the results of violence and death,” 
Merjanian said. 
In 2002, “Promises” won 
Emmy Awards for “Best Docu-
mentary” and “Outstanding 
Background Analysis.” Th e 
fi lm was also nominated for an 
Academy Award for “Best Fea-
ture Documentary.”
“Promises” can be requested 
through and picked up in the Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Library. 
It can also be seen for free 
by individuals with a Netfl ix ac-
count by clicking on the “view in-
stantly” documentaries page and 
looking under the “critics’ picks 
in documentary” header.
A 20-minute update from 
2004 can be viewed in two 
parts on YouTube by searching 
“Promises update.”
Seeing war 
through a 
child’s eyes
DOCUMENTARY REVIEW: ‘PROMISES’
Yarko (left), an Israeli, and Faraj (right), a Palestinian, share a moment of laughter 
during Yarko’s visit to the Deheishe Palestinian refugee camp.
Sanabel, a Palestinian 
girl from the fi lm.
The “Promises” creative team from left to right: B.Z. Goldberg, producer/co-director, 
Justine Shapiro, producer/co-director, and Carlos Bolado, co-director/editor.
,
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SANDRA SANTOS
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